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KS1 Maths
Pre-visit
1. Talk about what the pupils might expect to see on the River Thames: use the Interactive White Board to brainstorm

2. Talk to the pupils about tally charts and how they work

3. Talk about where they will be going as part of the river trip, including the departure time for the journey

4. Look at the timetable together and show pupils the sailing you will be travelling on

  Download worksheet on page 6

On-board
Ask the pupils to complete the tally exercise based on what they can see on the river

  Download worksheet on page 7

  Download additional Working on the River worksheet page 9

Post-visit
1. Ask the pupils to create a block diagram based on their tally of what they saw on their journey by river 

2. Ask further statistic led questions about their data:

 a. How many more bridges than boats did you see?

 b. How many fewer lifeboats than bridges did you see? 

3.	 Ask	the	pupils	questions	to	compare	the	capacities	of	the	different	transport	modes	they	observed	from	their	river	
journey

  Download worksheet on page 10

National Curriculum links

Statistics
Pupils should be taught to:

• Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and simple tables

• Ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each category and sorting the categories by 
quantity

• Ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data

Measurement
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show these times

•	 Tell	and	write	the	time	to	five	minutes,	including	quarter	past/to	the	hour	and	draw	the	hands	on	a	clock	face	to	
show these times
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KS1 Geography
Pre-visit
1. Talk about what the pupils might expect see on the River Thames: use the Interactive White Board to brainstorm

2. Talk to the pupils about tally charts and how they work

3. Look at the MBNA Thames Clippers route map and talk about the key: What are the symbols, why are the lines in 
different	colours?

4. Compare this with a tube map: What symbols are used on both? What do they mean? What looks similar? What 
looks	different?

Additional resources available

  Tube map

  MBNA Thames Clippers route map

On-board
Ask the pupils to complete the tally exercise based on what they can see on the river.

  Download worksheet page 7

  Download additional Working on the River worksheet page 9

Post-visit
1. Give pupils an aerial map of London

2. Can they name any landmarks they saw on their journey? (Prompts: The O2, Cutty Sark, Tower Bridge, Coca-Cola 
London Eye) 

3. Can they draw their journey on the map?

4. Ask the pupils to create a simple map of London with a key. This can be based on the journey they took by river, to 
include the start pier and end pier

5. Re-visit MBNA Thames Clippers route map and the Tube map to give them an idea of symbols to use

6. Ask them to add in any of the landmarks they saw on their trip

Additional resources available

  Aerial London map

Use tally from on-board exercise

National Curriculum links

Pupils should be taught to:

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features

• Devise a simple map

• Use and construct basic symbols in a key landmarks and basic human and physical features, devise a simple map 
and use and construct basic symbols in a key
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KS1 Art
Pre-visit
1. Talk about what the pupils might expect see on the River Thames: use the Interactive White Board to brainstorm

2. Look at famous paintings of the river

3. Ask the pupils how they would describe the painting? 

4.	 How	are	the	paintings	different?	Think	about	the	subject	and	the	style.	

Additional resources available

  Suggestions of paintings

On-board
1. Ask the pupils to draw their observations from the river journey.

2. This could be a favourite view, boats on the river, what they saw on board.

  Download worksheet on page 8

Post-visit
1.	 Ask	pupils	to	finish	their	drawing	and	paint	if	it’s	not	in	colour

2. Ask the pupils to explain how the picture records their experience on the river and ask why they have chosen their 
topic,	colours	and	style.	How	does	the	finished	painting	show	their	experience?

National Curriculum links

Pupils should be taught:

• To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination

• To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
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KS1 History
Pre-visit
1. Talk about what the pupils might expect to see on the River Thames: use the Interactive White Board to brainstorm

2. Talk to the pupils about tally charts and how they work

3. Talk about where they will be going as part of the river trip, including the departure time for the journey

4. Look at the timetable together and show the pupils the sailing you will be travelling on

Additional resources available

  MBNA Thames Clippers timetable

On-board
Ask the pupils to complete the tally exercise based on what they can see on the river

  Download worksheet on page 7

Post-visit
1. Look at a photo of Victorian London on the river; explain how boats were one of the main ways to travel through 

London

2. Consider curriculum links to Fire of London; choose a picture from around the same era to link to previous lessons

3. Ask the pupils about the boats they can see in the picture. Which boats do they think are carrying passengers? 

4.	 How	does	this	look	different	to	their	journey	on	the	Thames?	Ask	them	to	consider	their	tally	of	other	transport,	the	
boats themselves and the buildings around 

National Curriculum links

1. Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they 
know and understand key features of events.

2.	 Pupils	should	be	taught	about	events	beyond	living	memory	that	are	significant	nationally	or	globally	(for	example,	
the Great Fire of London)

Cross-curricular links

Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and simple tables
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Make a tally chart of what you can see in your classroom 

Tables in the classroom 

Children in the classroom

Teachers in the classroom

Chairs in the classroom 

On my journey with MBNA Thames Clippers I will be travelling from 

____________________________________ Pier to ____________________________________ Pier

We will leave at       We will arrive at

12

9

6

3

  

12

9

6

3

How long is the journey? 

____________________________________________________________
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What can you see on your river journey?
Make a tally chart of what you can see on your boat journey

Tally Tally

 
Bridges

 
Taxis

 
Other boats

 
Buses

 
London Eye

 
Passengers

 
Cutty Sark

 
Bicycles

 
Cranes

 
Tower of London
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What can you see on your river journey? 

What does your picture show?



9

On the river 
Fill in the circles below with what you can see on board the boat

What’s	on	board?

     

How many people are working on the boat?

____________________________________________________________

Who is working on the boat? Match the job with the description

Has overall control and 
pilots the boats along 

the river- our boats have 
a joystick instead of a 

steering wheel! 

Has to be skilled and have 
relevant knowledge of the 

Thames

Assists the Captain in 
all duties and is second 
in command on the boat

In charge of securing 
the boat to the pier when 

it moors

Throws	the	first	rope 
when the boat moors

Allows passengers on and 
off	the	boat

Assists the Mate in 
securing the boat, throws 

the second rope

Takes a passenger count 
and answers questions 

on board

Serves food and drinks to 
customers, looking after 
the bar, keeping it clean 
and managing the stock

 Assists the crew with 
safety procedures

CaptainMate Deck Customer 

Service Assistant
Barista 

Who else might be working to help the boats run? 

____________________________________________________________
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Create a block diagram based on the tally chart you made on your river journey 

1. How many more bridges than boats did you see?

 ____________________________________________________________ 

2. How many fewer lifeboats than passengers did you see? 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

3.	 Did	you	see	more	or	less	cranes	or	birds	on	your	journey?	Can	you	find	the	difference?

 ____________________________________________________________

220 people

5 people

4. Do you think the boat can hold more passengers than a taxi?

 ____________________________________________________________

5. How many more passengers can the boat carry when compared to the taxi?

 ____________________________________________________________


